On the 25th August Inglis sent out a further copy
of his letter of the 16th with this addition: 'We
have had no letters from you of a later date than
the 4th inst. Since the 18th the enemy have placed
more guns in position and harass us in all directions.
"We have too the most alarming reports of the
disaffection and plots of our native troops inside
who are wavering in their fidelity owing to your
return across the Ganges.'
One of the reports referred to by the Brigadier
had been made by an Indian to Mr Phillips of the
Military Secretary's office. He declared that all the
Indian troops in the garrison were parties to the
following plot: first, the Sikhs were to enter the
enclosure of Gubbins' post on the pretext of speaking
to Mr Gubbins about an issue of pay; then, at a
given signal, the Indian gunners at the same post
were to turn their guns on the Europeans, while all
the Indians in the garrison mutinied and the enemy
made a general assault from outside. Gubbins him-
self, when asked by the Brigadier for his comments
on this report, replied that, while the whole story
was most improbable, it might be well to press Mr
Phillips for the name of his informant, who should
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